Development and implementation of an online master's degree in education program for health care professionals.
Technological advances, especially the Internet and the World Wide Web, have drastically changed educational practices by reforming the concept of education and knowledge transmission at a distance. Professionals in all disciplines have begun using this advanced technology to expand the number of learning opportunities for intellectual growth and professional development. As a result, many universities and educational institutions now offer online higher degree programs to provide opportunities for nontraditional students who have difficulty attending scheduled, campus-based classes. In medicine, a need has been identified for advanced graduate studies in education to develop the next generation of medical educators and to train them in educational research methods to validate their educational efforts. This need was identified by both informal needs assessment at local, regional, and national faculty development meetings and more formal literature review and government survey. The faculty development team of Cincinnati Children's Hospital Medical Center (Department of Pediatrics, University of Cincinnati College of Medicine) collaborated with the College of Education to develop an online Master's Degree in Education for health care professionals. The program was designed to apply these advanced technologies in order to make the program flexible and accessible to health care professionals whose busy schedules preclude more traditional, in-class graduate programs. This article presents how this program evolved and the problems, challenges, and solutions associated with the development and implementation of the program.